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nation of our debts, the security or violation of our liber-
ties, the freedom or dependence of our senates, and the
prosperity or declension of our trade, but to examine the
state of this nation, with regard to foreign powers; to in-
quire, whether we are equally feared and equally trusted
now as in former administrations; whether our alliances
have contributed to secure us from our inveterate and
habitual enemies, or to expose us to them; whether the
balance of Europe be still in our hands; and whether,
during this long interval of peace, our power has increased
in the same proportion with that of our neighbours.

France, my lords, is the constant and hereditary enemy
of Britons, so much divided from her in religion, govern-
ment, and interest, that they cannot both be prosperous
together; as the influence of one rises, that of the other
must, by consequence, decline. Alliances may form a tem-
poral show of friendship, but it cannot continue; for their
situation produces a natural rivalship, which every acci-
dental circumstance has contributed to increase. Long4
wars, for many reigns after the conquest, established a ra-
dical and insuperable hatred between us, nor did those
wars cease till the reformation produced now occasions of
jealousy and aversion. France was, by these reasons,
obliged for many ages to employ all her influence ami
policy in strengthening herself against us, by treaties and
alliances; and in our times, has given us a new reason for
jealousy by extending her commerce, and improving her
manufactures.

It has been, therefore, my lords, the settled principle of
every wise administration, of every Briton; whoso opinions
were not regulated by some other motives than those of
reason, to attend, with the highest degree of vigilance, to
all the designs of the French, and oppose, with incessant
diligence, every attempt to increase their force, or extend
their influence, and to check their conquests, obstruct their
alliances, and forestal their trade.

For this great end it has been our constant endeavour
to support the Austrian family, whose large dominions and
numerous forces make a counterbalance on the continent